
   

2 Thessalonians 2:15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and 
hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether 
by word, or our epistle. Now our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, 
and hath given us everlasting consolation and good 
hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish 
you in every good word and work. 

The Thessalonians were attacked for their faith.
Especially their faith in the Second Coming of Christ.
It's easy to become discouraged in persecution.
They used to have a fervent zeal for the Gospel.
Now they had fear that God had forsaken them.

     
     
     
    

 
 

    

   
    

    

     
   

  
      
            

False teachers told them that Christ had already come. 
That the Rapture had already taken place.

      That they were in the Tribulation period.
             

Discomfort, Discouragement, and Disunity. 
The same holds true today.

Failure here would create:

3. Get Busy With The Gospel.
2. Comfort Your Hearts.
1. Stand Fast.

      Paul encouraged them in three basic areas.

       
     

        

        

False teaching about today with regards to prophecy.

No true believer needs to fear missing the Rapture.

Stand, Comfort, and Work



The Church is destined for glory not punishment. 

1 Thessalonians 1:10 And to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come.

1 Thessalonians 2:12 That ye would walk worthy of God, 
who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.

They had lost this hope in God’s unwavering promises. 
Paul charged them to “stand fast”.
Or “hold” those traditions they had been taught.
This refers to the truth about the Second Coming.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 
comfort one another with these words.

They needed to use this hope of spiritual comfort.



1 Thessalonians 5:11 Wherefore comfort yourselves 
together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

Both personally and toward others. 
This hope would drive them to serve the Lord.
Losing sight of the impending return of Christ:-
Lose their desire for two things: 

1. Inward purity.
2. Zealous, godly service.

Time to rekindle both aspects.
     

 
Doubt creates discouragement and disunity.
Then the work of the Gospel ceases.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul 
and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.

False teachers delight in confusing the church. 
Confusion brings doubt.


